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religion ; though Peshyotanu appears in the Shah-
nameh ii not as a lending champion, yet as an adviser
of the impetuous Isfandiyar. Among the heroes of the
Shahnaineh, while Eustam represents Seistan, Tus
stands for Khurasan, Gudarz represents Isfahan aud
Hyrcania, while the names of Bezan and Gurgin are
connected historically with Armenia and Georgia. This
is made clear by Firdausi, who makes Kai Khusrau
divide his country on feudal lines amongst these and
other heroes. In the same way in the Arthur Cycle,
various Celtic countries hastened to add their quota
of paladins and Knights.
(4) There is still another factor in the forma-
tion of the Bound Table, whether in ancient Iran or
Britain, In the Zamyad Yasht and elsewhere,
Afrasiyab and his entourage are made to represent
centuries of Turanian invaders. As Geiger has well
observed, "all the oppressions and injuries which the
settlements of the Avesta people had to endure from
their turbulent neighbours of the Caspian deserts are
personified in the Turanian prince Frangrasyan, who,
after protracted and desperate struggles, was finally
overpowered by Kai Khusrau" (Civilisation of tlie
Eastern Iranians, Vol. I, p, 32)* But the formation
of a focus of noted Turanian leaders led to the for-
mation of a similar focus of the champions of Iran
around Kai Khusrau, even though violence was done
to the claims of chronology. Thus, in Yasht V, s, 76,
the hero Yistauru is placed long after the age of K&i
Khusrau. Ajad yet in the Iranian epic he is put